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                Sheffield Goddess Temple  Issue 12 – Spring Equinox 2019
 

NEWS  LETTER 
 

 

 £1    – to cover printing costs and small donation to temple 

 

Temple Celebrations 
 

Spring Equinox Celebration 
Saturday 23rd February, 12:00. Free to attend. Help Goddess 
Temple priestesses celebrate the Equinox. Please ring Airy Fairy, on 
0114 2492090, to book your place, and food on the day if desired. 
 

Beltane Celebration  
Details to be confirmed. Free to attend and help mark the rising 
strengths of mature Spring and early Summer.  
Please ring Airy Fairy, on 0114 2492090, for date, time etc. 
 

Dates for the Diary 
 
 

Magic, Witchcraft, Chaos and Beyond – Part 5 
United at Last: Psychedelics and Magic – Sat 30th March, 2-6:30 pm 
 

Plant Medicine Journey – with Sarah Moonflower 
Friday 19th April – 7:30 to 9:30 pm. 
 

Sheffield Goddess Temple School of Magic 
Practical Magic and Applied Mysticism course, £2 per session. 
Thursdays 2 - 4 pm. 
 

Mandala Painting Workshop  
– Wednesday 27th April, 2-5 pm. 
 

Beltane Experience Day – Saturday 4th May, 12-4:30 pm. 
 

Spiritual Crisis Network  – 16
th 

March 1:30-3:30 pm 

 – 20th April 1:30-3:30 pm 
 – 18th May 1:30-3:30 pm 
 

Pagan Pathways – Talks, Discussion, Tuesdays, 8:00 pm 
- 2nd April:   Sacred Landscapes – Jenna Atkinsdottir 
- 16th April:  Atlantis, A Warning Out of Time – Silverspear 
- 30th April: The Energy of Place (Pt.2), Homes  –  

Rachel Rodham 

To book events please ring Airy Fairy on 0114 2492090 
 

 
 

On our Northern Wheel of the Year Don is the young and 
strident maiden goddess – full of new ideas. She is vibrant 
and alive, the very breath of life itself. Her head is often up in 
the clouds, filled with new plans, aspirations, and inspiration. 
 

Don’s spirit may be found in the ancient river of her name, 
which flows through Sheffield and South Yorkshire 
(Doncaster is named for her). Her source is high up in the 
Pennines - where clouds meet earth, where winds beat and 
batter our landscape. In our wheel she is in the East - the 
place of air, and her energy is dynamic. She sweeps away the 
old and brings in the new. 
 

So important was Don to our ancestors that the whole 
universe was her 
court: her sacred 
celestial place is 
echoed in the 
constellation of 
Llys Don or ‘the 
court of Don’ - 
the traditional 
Welsh name for 
the constellation 
Cassiopeia. 

 
There is more 
information on 
Don and other 
goddesses in our 
Northern Wheel 
of the Year 
booklet (see 
page 2).
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River Don, Sheffield 
Early 19th century oil painting held by Sheffield City 

Museum (photographed with permission). 

Building Spiritual Community 
The metaphor of Community in the River Goddess Don and her tributaries 

 

Here in Sheffield, we have recently celebrated the fourth 
birthday of our Goddess Temple. As our varied and much 
valued spiritual community grows, a group of the Priestesses 
have given much consideration to what it means to be a part of 
a wider spiritual community. How do we best support each 
other, how do we grow and remain inclusive? How do we 
celebrate the seasons, elements and festivals? How do we 
manage those rare but inevitable moments of discord? What is 
our identity and how do we re-sacralise our land? How do we 
care for the expression of the elements found in our own 
precious environment? How do we protect the environment? 
Above all, we considered whether or not we were able to 
contribute to looking after the earth in practical ways. 
 
We have also compared and contrasted the ways in which we 
feel angry, upset, or frustrated at the slow governmental and 
legislative progress in protecting our precious Mother Earth, 
and applauded young Greta Thunberg’s remarkable and timely 
speeches and brave protests. What can we do when faced with 
environmental threats such as oceanic plastic soup, 
greenhouse gasses and the effects of post-industrial greed and 
deforestation? 
 
Instead of feeling helpless, we have begun to consider all the 
ways in which we already do, or can support nature, and the 
importance of not just loving our Earth through ritual and 
prayer, but also caring for Her at a more practical level.  
 
In our Northern Goddess wheel of the year, the Spring Equinox 
is the festival of our very own river Goddess Don. She begins 
life in the falling rain which touches the uplands of the High 
Peak, and gives birth to thousands of small wellsprings and 
brooks. These small upland waters are - like us -  a community 
gathering and braiding together to create something 
communal and beautiful. 
 
Like the tributary rivers of Don, we are all different in aspect, 
form, colour, place of origin, speed of flow, and so on, but we 
come together to create a whole. Don’s small streams are 
tawny with peat, flushed with ochre, crystal clear and 
transparent, or green with life, and in many shades and 
personalities in between.  Here in this temple we welcome all 
who honour the Feminine Divine; Goddess orientated Pagans, 
Wiccans, Druids, Heathens, Christians and people of other 
faiths (and none). We are all important tributaries of a very 
special and unique, northern Spiritual community.  
 
In the season of Don, we remember that she is a very ancient 
Mother Goddess and can be found in the Mabinogion, a 
collection of ancient British (Welsh) myths and legends (see 
‘The House of Don’ or ‘The Children of Don’). There are several  

 

rivers named Don in Britain. Our own Don has tributaries that 
rise on the high, windswept east facing slopes of the local 
Pennines, directly where the light of the spring equinox sunrise 
touches the high peaks. She flows East to the sea, gathering 
other rivers to her as she flows, including the Little Don river, 
the Sheaf, the Loxley and Rivelin and the River Rother. She calls 
her children to her in a great mixed community of waters.  

(continues on page 3)… 
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Crooksmoor Ponds, Sheffield 
Early 19th century oil painting held by Sheffield City 

Museum (photographed with permission). 

 
…(continued from page 2) 

She is ancient but is constantly renewed. Only two hundred 
years ago, the Don was a river of such beauty and prolific life 
that people would travel to Sheffield for the glories of the hilly  
landscape and to fish for profuse salmon. Sadly, in industrial 
times and until recently, this once sacred river has been used 
as a sewer. 
 

We are not however, as powerless as we might feel. Below are 
some of the comments and ideas which our brain storming 
group discovered. We remembered that action can be as an 
individual or as a group. Even choosing to buy something in a 
recyclable package, or growing your own salad crops can help 
the environment. Together we can create peaceful, collective 
actions which will go even further towards translating our 
spiritual ideals into a physical, practical, grounded reality. We 
plan to organise a temple friends’ litter picking Five Weirs Walk 
in late summer, so look out for news on the face book page 
and newsletter.  
 

Here (see box) are more ways for us to consider how we might 
translate our earth based spirituality into practical, easily 
achievable actions. In fact, you might know even more about 
this that we do, so please do post any ideas or discussions on 
our temple facebook. 
 

Lynne  
(and a big thanks to the Priestesses for the ideas and 
comments!) 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

  Suggestions for Practical Action 
 

 Conservation volunteering 

 Canal and Riverside trust volunteering 

 Friends of Porter Brook 

 The Woodland Trust 

 Trees for Life 

 Local tree planting initiatives 

 Tree Sisters billion trees campaign 

 Support international campaign groups such as  
Green Peace 

 Support the Green Party 

 Community allotment schemes 

 Litter picking 

 Check libraries for community hub information on local  
groups (e.g. Sheffield Manor Lodge) 

 Voluntary Action Sheffield 

 Join the Ramblers and protect footpaths and access to the 
countryside 

 Check packaging and try to buy things which are NOT 
wrapped in single use plastic (not easy we know) 

 Use the new shops which allow you to fill your own  
containers with products (e.g. Bare Alternative on Abbeydale 
Road) 

 Grow a wild flower patch in your garden, allotment or 
community allotment 

 Adopt waste land and grow wildflowers (approach the LA for 
this one, or the landowner)  

 Grow your own veggies 

 Make your own compost 

 Clothes swops 

 Buy fewer clothes and those with a better environmental 
provenance 

 Buy second hand and recycle 

 Check the contents and packaging of cosmetics - are they 
cruelty free (skin care etc.) 

 Shop locally 

 Take your own bags 

 Gardeners - please don’t buy in black plastic pots as they 
can’t be recycled easily 

 Turn the thermostat down a degree or two 

 Walk/cycle more 

 Drive less or use public transport…  

 and so much more! 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

  

 

 Equinox Greetings 

From the Wantley Dragon, Sheffield 
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Equinox Supermoon! 
Source: Catherine Boekmann, at www.almanac.com 

 

The Spring equinox (also called the March equinox or 
vernal equinox) falls on Wednesday, March 20th, 2019. 
This event marks the astronomical first day of Spring in 
the Northern Hemisphere.  
 

For the first time in nearly 40 years, the Spring equinox 
will occur on the same day as March’s ‘Full Worm Moon’. 
Historically, Native American and other traditional names 
for full moons were used to track the seasons. Each full 
moon name was applied to the entire lunar month in 
which it occurred. At this time of the year, the ground 
begins to soften enough for earthworm casts to reappear, 
inviting robins and birds to feed - a true sign of Spring. 
The last time that these two events landed on the same 
date was on March 20th, 1981. 
 

And that’s not all: March’s full moon will also be a 
Supermoon, meaning that the moon will be nearly at its 
closest to earth for the month of March. It’s the year’s 
third (and final) of three straight full Supermoons. This 
means that the Moon may “appear” brighter and bigger 
than normal, provided the night sky is clear and dark. 
 
Easter, Spring Equinox, and the Moon 
 

Easter Sunday 
(in the Western 
Christian 
Church) is 
celebrated on 
the first Sunday 
after the full 
moon that 
occurs on or just 
after the vernal 
equinox.  

 

Since the full moon and the vernal equinox both fall on 
March 20th this year, you might expect that Easter 
Sunday would be on the following Sunday, March 24th.  
 

However, for simplicity’s sake, the Church set a fixed date 
for the equinox, March 21st. Additionally, the Church 
does not rely on the date of the astronomical full moon, 
but rather the ecclesiastical full moon, which occurs on 
the 14th day of the ecclesiastical lunar month. The date of 
the ecclesiastical full moon may fall one to two days 
before the astronomical full moon. Therefore, because 
the first full moon after March 21st doesn’t occur until 
April 19th this year, Easter Sunday 2019 falls on April 21st!  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Temple Melisssas are the people who hold space in 
the Temple between 12.30 and 1.30 pm every day, 
Monday to Saturday.  It is a delightful job to do. If you 
would like to be part of the Melissa team please leave 
a message at Airy Fairy for Ann Staniland or Brian 
Harrison. 
 

The Temple on Facebook 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For all the most up to date information on what is 
going on at the temple, don’t forget to check out our 
Facebook page which has all the latest news of events, 
and photos of recent happenings. 
https://www.facebook.com/SheffieldGoddessTemple/ 

 

Contact  
Sheffield  
Goddess  
Temple  
Newsletter 

 

 
To submit articles,  
news of relevant  
upcoming events, or  
to make 
suggestions,  
please email us at: 
temple@lovecat.com 
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Join our Sheffield Goddess 
Temple Melissas between 12:30 
and 1:30 pm, Monday to 
Saturday, to experience these 
seasonal energies in quiet 
contemplation. 

https://www.facebook.com/SheffieldGoddessTemple/
mailto:temple@lovecat.com
https://blog.psychics.com/

